UNIX Operating System

Unit I - Getting Started with UNIX

Evaluation of Unit I

Please fill out and return to your instructor after completing Unit I

	Name:
	Dirk Fretz
	Instructor:
	Ray Esparza

	Palette ID #:
	dbfretz
	Date:
	6/19/2004


The purpose of this evaluation is to provide some feedback to your instructor as to how well your studies are proceeding. Please take the time to fill this out and turn it in at Control East. Thank you!

1. Approximately how many hours do you estimate it took you to complete the lab exercises for this unit?

It depended on the elaborateness of the unit assignment. Best guess, each assignment took roughly an hour or less. Of course, since this questionnaire was at the end of Unit 1’s assignments, I didn’t bother to time myself because I didn’t know I would be asked this question. Sometimes I experimented with variations of the assignment commands to get familiar with them and the environment. Since I wasn’t solely interested in just completing the assignment as fast as possible, I might have taken longer than usual.

2. What was the muddiest (least clear) or most difficult topic covered in this unit?

Everything was straightforward for the most part and not ambiguous.

3. What was the most surprising or interesting piece of information you learned from this unit?

The historical information behind Unix was very interesting and enlightening since my sole OS experience and knowledge is MS-DOS. There were also tidbits of info that I’ve heard elsewhere, but never understood, like the concept of an OS “kernel”. After reading about “paging”, I gather this is where Windows takes its concept of the page file. Out of curiosity, I got online and looked to see what other information there was about Unix. Not surprisingly, Lucent has a great overview and historical account of Unix:  

http://www.bell-labs.com/history/unix/tutorial.html
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4. Please list here any comments or suggestions for your instructor, regarding the instructional material in this unit:

A manual format overhaul to streamline the content and put it in a more user-friendly quick-reference format. Have students create a “printouts” directory for storing assignments (ia1.snow_white, ia2.sort.out, etc.) to print when convenient. My printouts directory (next page) contains versions of all the modified original files I create at home for printing at school.

$ pwd

/usr/students/dbfretz/printouts

$ ls -1

ia1.snow_white

ia2.sort.out

ia3.ls.out

ib1.workers

ib2.ls.out

ib3.ls.out

ic1.snow_white

ic2.employee_file

ic3.ls.out1

ic4.radio_days

ic5.ls.out2

iia1.ls.out1

iia2.lslist

iia3.ls.out3

iia4.snow_white

iia5.employee_file

iia6.employee_new

iib1.radio_sorted

iib2.today

iib3.employee_junk

iib4.cut.out
