CIS126BA Unix Level 2: Ch 6 - vi Editor Commands


	Read Only

	-R
	Read only mode:  vi -R filename

	view
	Opens vi in read only mode:  view filename

	External vi Command Option

	-c
	Allows use of vi commands while initiating vi editor:  vi –c /string filename

	Editing Multiple Files

	vi filename filename
	Opens two files

	:ar
	Displays list of open files

	:n
	Toggles between open files

	:e filename
	Opens file for editing while in vi editor

	:r filename
	Imports a file into currently open file

	:line,line w filename
	Saves number range of lines to a file

	Cut & Paste

	d
	Deletes selected portion of text

	y
	Copies selected portion of text

	yy
	Copies current line

	P
	Pastes buffer contents above current line

	p
	Pastes buffer contents below current line

	Scope Keys

	$
	From cursor position to end of line

	y$
	Copies to end of line

	0
	From before cursor position to beginning of line

	y0
	Copes to beginning of line

	e or w
	From cusor position to end of word

	B
	From letter before cursor to beginning of word

	Change Operator

	c
	Enters insert mode for entering text

	cw
	Enters instert mode for changing a word

	Numbered Buffers

	“[1-9]p
	Paste selected buffer contents.  Numbered buffers are 1 thru 9.  Buffer contents varies by copies/deletions.

	Alphabetic Buffers

	“[a-z]y
	Copies to selected buffer.  Alphabetic buffers are a thru z.  Buffer contents is constant until user changes.

	“[a-z]dd
	Deletes line to selected buffer

	“[a-z]p
	Pastes selected buffer contents

	“[a-z]#yy
	Copies selected number of lines to selected buffer

	Cursor Positioning

	CTRL-u
	Up ½ screen

	CTRL-d
	Down ½ screen

	CTRL-b
	Up 1 full screen

	CTRL-f
	Down 1 full screen

	#G
	Moves cursor to selected line number

	G
	Moves cursor to last file line

	CTRL-g
	Displays current line number


	vi Environment Settings - :set command (on)  :set nocommand (off)

	:set
	Show only changed options

	:set all
	Lists current settings

	:set x?
	Shows x’s setting value

	ai
	Aligns line text to previous line

	ic
	Ignores letter case in searches

	magic
	Allows search with special characters

	nu
	Displays line numbers

	report=#
	Indicates number of lines affected by last command.  :set report=0 confirms all changes

	scroll
	Sets number of scroll lines after Ctrl-d is used

	sw
	Sets indent spacing with ai

	smd
	Displays whether in vi editor command or insert mode

	terse
	Shortens error messages

	wm=#
	Sets right margin to selected number of characters

	Abbreviatons & Macros

	:ab [abbreviation][word(s)]
	Assign abbreviation to longer string

	:unab [abbreviation]
	Unassign abbreviation to longer string

	:map [K,q,V]
	Assign key sequences to selected letter

	:unmap [K,q,V]
	Unassign key sequences to selected letter

	:map #n
	Assigns key sequences to function keys (F1-F12).  n = function key number

	:/string
cw string
	Searches for a string and then changes that string word

	[Ctrl-v][Return]
	Represents [Return] in map key assignment

	[Ctrl-v][Esc]
	Represents [Esc] in map key assignment

	Running Shell Commands

	:! command
	Runs a shell command from within vi editor

	:r ! command
	Runs and inputs a shell command result in the vi editor document

	Join Two Lines

	J
	Joins line below to line above it

	File Recovery

	vi –r filename
	Initiates file recovery

	vi –r
	Displays list of recoverable files

	Linux vim Editor

	:help recovery
	Displays description of file recovery commands

	:recover
	Recovers swap file of file worked on before vi crashed
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