CIS126BA Unix Level 2: Ch 8 - Unix Commands


	Shell Commands

	echo string
	Displays string typed after command

	alias
	Displays existing aliases

	alias command=string
	Assigns command to a string

	unalias command
	Unassigns command to a string

	set
	Displays existing environment variables

	set environmentvariable
	Sets environment variable

	unset environmentvariable
	Unsets environment variable

	history
	Displays history of commands entered on command line during session

	history #
	Starts history display from defined line number

	history string
	Starts history display from defined string

	r [Enter]
	Repeats last command

	r #
	Repeats defined command line from history list

	r -#
	Repeats defined command defined number of lines in history list

	PS1="! $ "
	Shows command line event number

	Suppressed Metacharacters

	\metacharacter
	All metacharacters are interpreted as an alphanumeric number

	"metacharacter"
	All metacharacters except $ ` " are interpreted as an alphanumeric number.  Spaces are preserved.

	"metacharacter"
	All metacharacters except " are interpreted as an alphanumeric number.  Spaces are preserved.

	Shell Variables

	variable=value
	Allows custom variables to be defined and given a value

	echo $variable
	Shows value assigned to variable

	HOME
	A variable that receives the full pathname of the users HOME directory during session establishment

	IFS
	Defines the separator (space, tab, character, etc.) between commad line commands

	MAIL
	The filename of the file that receives mail:  /usr/userid/mbox

	MAILCHECK
	Specifies how often to check for mail

	PATH
	Set to the directory names that the shell searches for the location of command programs

	PS1
	Sets the  command line prompt sign

	PS2
	Sets the  command line prompt sign indicating system waiting for complete command entry

	CDPATH
	Sets the path for the working directory that the cd command searches 

	SHELL
	Sets the variable to the full pathname of the user's login shell

	TERM
	Sets the terminal type

	TZ
	Sets the time zone

	Command Metacharacters

	`command`
	Executes command and inserts on the designated command line location

	command ; command ; command
	Executes a series of commands from the command line

	(command ; command ; command)
	Formats grouped commands for the capability of redirection to a file

	Background Processes & Piping Commands

	command &
	Runs command program in the background.  Best with non-user input command programs.

	PID
	The ID number of the command program process running in the background

	command|command
	The pipe command allows one command's output be another command's input

	Unix Utilties

	sleep seconds
	Causes the system to go to sleep for a  number of seconds.  Can be used to delay command executions.

	ps
	Displays the active active processes in the system

	kill PID
	Kills the running process using its ID number.  Force with -9 option.

	nohup processes &
	Allows background processes to run after logging off system

	command|tee file
	Allows the command results to be displayed and sent to a file

	grep string filename
	Searches for a defined string in a file(s)

	sort filename
	Sorts contents of file in alphabetical or numerical order

	Startup Files

	profile
	System profile file created by the Sys. Admin. containing motd, date, time, environment variables, etc.

	.profile
	HOME directory hidden user profile file created by the Sys. Admin. containing environment variables

	export VAR1 VAR2
	Makes a list of shell variables available to new/subshells

	export
	See what variables have been exported

	Korn & Bourne Shells

	ENV=pathname
	Sets absolute pathname of environment file read by ksh during startup

	HISTSIZE=#
	Sets the number of commands to keep in the history list file

	TMOUT=seconds
	Sets the number of seconds the system waits before timing out from lack of command input

	VISUAL=vi
	Sets the shell to allow vi style editing on the command line

	set -o noclobber
	Prevents overwriting of files

	set -o ignoreeof
	Prevents accidental log off using Ctrl-D

	set -o vi
	Turns on command line editing
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